
The necessity of a common test 

“Prof. Paul mentioned that similar to the exercise on placement, rethinking was needed on 

admissions also. This had become necessary because a concern has been expressed in some 

quarters that many students have to appear separately for the tests of the three management 

institutes, which meant considerable inconvenience to the students. The question of 

developing a common test has acquired a sense of urgency.” 

Source: Minutes of the 106th Meeting of the Faculty, April 8, 1976, p. 4, IIMA Archives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Common Admissions Test For All IIMs 

 
Source: IIMA Alumnus, September 1976, Pg. 20, IIMA Archives 

 

 

 

 

 



Advertisement of the first Common Admission Test (CAT) 

 
Source: Classified Ad 13, The Times of India (1861-2010); Oct 26, 1976; 

ProQuest Historical Newspaper: The Times of India, p. 11, ProQuest Times of India Archives 

(from 1838-2010) database at Vikram Sarabhai Library, IIMA 



Cover page of question paper, and answer sheet, of first CAT held on January 2, 1977 

 

 Source: IIMA Archives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Admission for 1977-79 PGP Class 

 

 

Source: IIMA 15th Annual Report, 1976-77, Pg. 19-20, IIMA Archives 


