Speech delivered by the Director, Dr NR Sheth on the 22nd Annuel
Cenvocation, Verch 30, 1%87. '

Mr. Chairman, distinguished Chief guest and Friends,

It is my pleasant priwilege to propese @ vote of thanks to our
guests. We are indeed very fortunate this year tc have Dr. Ramanna
as our chief guest. Sir, your distipguished caréer as one of the
country®s top scientists and as a2 m@pager. af our supermesnsitiue
nuclear energy pfogramms will continue to inspire the younger generations
of scientisis and managers. T(he anuiéblg manner in which you could
combine your commitment to scierce fer social development with your passion
for music is alse an example of managerial personality which our graduating
students and ethers maul& regard as an idegl. On behalf of all of us
present here;'l express our desp eppreciation and gratitude to you fer
being with us this evening and for ghéring your experience, reflections
and counssl. Wa &lso take this opportunity to wish you a leong, happy and

healthy post-retirement life in @ continuing service to Indian science and

society.

We also feel happy 8nd honoured by the presencs of all our invited gussts,
including the parents and other relations of many of the graduating students.

Your participation in this very special annual event for the Institute is

a symbol of your interest in the Institute and its activities and adds a

great desl toc our satisfaction and confidence. Thank you very much, alil

of you.

1t is & little awkward for me to make & special mention of our Chairman

on this occasion as he is really the chief hest «far convocation. 1 would



. however, Liks to say,; Rr. Krishnemurthi, that we are awdre of the

-

pressures we often gensrate on your time and epmergy. We eppreciats

your ‘generous response and help in the midst of conflicting dsmands

3

on your wrk-schedule,

o

The Institute completed 25 years of its existence in December 1985.

We are in the midst of oupy silver jubilee celebrations. In this
Qanééxt? we have so far organized som® special acaderﬁic and cultural
events as a part of these celabrétionsfa A gonferencs on'ménagemént T
education and & national symposium on maﬁ&gément research were held
earlier this month. We weré e%tremely-fgrtuéata to have with us

Mr. 2.R.D, Tata in November and Prof. Derek Bok, President of Harvard
University, in February. Thesa‘dignitariés provided to us an invaluable
cppmrtﬁnity to lesarn Frém their experience and wisdom. The Darpans
academy helped us with a memorable gusﬁing of dance-drama. The studénts
prganized this yearts Inter=[IM Students® Meet with gpecial splendour
and also held & marketing fai? which yielded ;ommandahle respones from
industry as‘well as the punlic. On December 11, 1985 the Institute
presented & token gift to all its empleyees who had completed 20 yedrs

or more of service. We propese to celgbrate December 11 every yesr

as Institute Day.

 Bur post graduate braéramme was reviewsd thoroughly by & faculty

comnittes during the yesar, This review has led us to introcduce som®




'

significant changes in the course structure and students® workeload.
We are confident that the proposed chances will help us 2ll to improve

the guality of the programme and achisve its objectives more effectively,

We also hops to invigorate our faculty development programme which is
percsived by many of our friends in India and &brosd as & potentisl

foundation for an intsrnational progrémme Tor manégement teachers.
prog g

Dur management develoopment progremmes continue to attract good response

from industry and goverment. UWe have been approacheo for censiderable
additional heip in respect of {reining programmes, jzor top executives

in public enterprise, civil serviee and the political wing of gouefnnantg

During the current year, we orgsnized international itraining programmes

for managers of coopperatives and populstion programmes and WOREN MEN29Ers.

o

An sxclusive preogramms in MIS waes oroenized for officers of the Govsrmment

of Lhina concernsd with mansgement of population programmes. Our research

and consultancy work in industry, sgriculiure, co-pperatives, irrigation,

ct

sacigl forestrys healin, btrapspeort &nd sneycy has progressed 3t 2 stgedy
rate, An international conference con Orpanizational Behaviour and Socisl

Ogvelopment was held during the yaas. Several scholars from turops,

Africa and North America participated in this confsarences.

.Mr, Chairman, a large rumber of corporaie and individual doenors lad by

TISCO have comtributed genercusly to the proposed Centre for Educstional



Innovation in the memory of Prefessor Ravi Matthei. I would like %o
- make a special mention of the efforts made by Mrs. Syloo Matthai in

this regard and express our gratitude %o her.

The iﬁstitute“s progress and prestige depend in no small msssure on the
ceaseless effort anmd axcalient cammit@ent on the part of all groups of
people associated with it. The Boardnand Society lend us the mucﬁmneeded
support amd encouragement for which we are extremely greteful. Members
of faculty,” research staff and administrative staff sre often called upon
to bear &dditional burden to cope with our increasingly complex mix of
activities... Mr. Chairman, please allow me to express our sincere appre-
ciation toc all collsagues for their cnntributicﬁ to the Institute’s health
and welfara, I.dc hope colleagues will not allow themselves-to be misled

by false propaganda as & section of us did recently.

dn behalf of faculty, I congratulate the graduatiﬁg FeM and PGP studenis.
Special felicitetions to Harish, Raghuram and Venkatesh for winning the
“awards for excellence. We are as proud of you as your families and frience
are, WYe are aware that sach one of our graduates has in him or her excellence
in one respect or another. A part of your collective excellence was visible
in the way in which you o:ganizad UTSAU-186 and the marketing fair. I would
léka to record our appreciation and thanks for your fine gesture to lesve

for the Institute a handsome ampunt from your collection on thess activities

fer schalarships for jur successor batches,




We wish you all a life full of eucesss,; happiness and usefulness in

all respects., 'I& was n;ce ta have ybu with us for & short yet significant
pariéd in your pursuit of & professional caresr. As you leavs us as

cur gradustes, we would like to have you back as our slumni. We hops

you and the school Qill rem&in & part of each other for 2 long time,

We will welcome any thdughts and suggestions from you towards an improve-

ment in the Institute's quality of work and social contribution. At the

same time, you will carry with you the Institute's culture and net worth.

Peopls of your kiln are truly 1IMA's ambessadore at large. We hope yourr

conduct and achievements will strengthen and snhance the Institute's

prestige.

I% is fashionable thess days tortalk about values and excellence. Values
are perhaps best described the way Ra#éo put it to Buliet; The more I
give, tha more ;I“bauee Excalience can yield expected results only if

it is informed by teolerance. We arg sure you have acguired a let of
wisdam during'yaur academic caresr. But wisdom shines only when it is

adequately fortified by humility and willingness to learn from anyone,

anywhere anyg time.

. :
Friends, while we say "come again” to you in local style, my mind goes
beck to the iegendary Nachiketas, & buoy of eloht years who approached

i.ord Death to learn abput the secrsts of life and death, The kindly



Lord warned him: Nachiketas, such knouwledge is bevond the reach

qf.auen the wisest and thelablsst° Go back homs to your father
and give up ydur pursuit of such impossible knowledge., In paturn,

1 offer you pots of Qealth;la long life, 2 kingdom on sarth and a

heevy 6? dancing and singing damsels. The young lad laekaé at the

Mmighty Yamaraja and said: ... keep your dancers and singers for

yaurselfe ¥ oung mén and women, &Q colleagues and I hope you will
want to discover the secrets of Indian management by &Svolding the
temptation of managsrial danpcing and singing of which there is plenty

in real life. May your path glitter with hliss and glery all the wayi

~ Sp long. Good luck. Thank you.




