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GDNVOCATION ADDRESS OF SHRIL T A PAT, MINISTER OF
INDUSTRY & CIVII- SUPPLIES AT THE INDIAN INSTITUTE
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I belleve e dre in the midst of one :of the great¥i

o
3

- hlstorlc perlods in Indlan nistory. : ‘Conbidering the vi-=

01581tudes Indla has gone through ages,-31nca the 19th ecentu-.

r:ryy_we have been trylng to build a modern Indlan-natlons

The real struggle ‘for economlc 1ndependence of this country
began only after 1947 Through the yéars of Planning
beginning 1950 =51, 1 have no: .doubt that India, has achieved
a great ‘4641 fin berms of . developmenh .of .the ba51c 1nfra='

stiicture mot only of econonic character, but even more

'1mportantly of sdcial ‘and political n"turc.._.:f.

. For a ccuntry ‘which had ‘atagnated:for hundreds-of«
years, for a patlon which had ‘been’ explolted by forelgn
1ers for a century ‘and half, the achievements of-the last
28 years since independence are no mean "achievements, I
1ike to.stress this polnt because while being eritical: of
what Tndia has achieved in the lagt 28 yéars, we often tend

to forget what the country was before independence. - Bvery

data that you have put together of Indian developmént between .Al

1900 1950 and between 1950 1975 unquestlonably sunderscores’

the p01nt that we have’ made tremendous strides sinte: 19509;1?'if

'I am not Saylng that what wé have ‘achieved i 8 -enough, . Nor

-'would I llke to‘slt back and relax today@ R o5 T

7 Indeed I am one of those who feel that the potentlal
of. thls country is so much greater that we have but barely

iscratched the surface ‘of 1t I therefore, feel that the -
':perlod 1n Wthh we are today is ‘a great hlstorlc perlod, beow
fcauSe the next few years w111 determlne to a8 great extent
“what we w1ll maks of India‘as a natlon,_ Tt williset: the

tone for Modern Indla‘s future, Many odds are: undoutedly _
’agalnst 0s. Thms is a COuntry of tremendous! ﬂlver51tya .
Thls is é country whlch has many cultural stralns, The 11ndw
man ratlo is rather unfavourable and: we havelearge popu—
lation, Yet we have over ‘the lasttwo decades bullt up

a magnnf1c1ant set of varied 11nLages which has held the
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nation together,’ De_plte our many problems, there is-a
greater national . ddentity, . It 1s no. mean achlevement

Politically speaking, to. keep together a natlon of this

~ size ‘and of this diversity under a democratlc System is

a Herculean “task.,- ~:Political .and 5001a1 dnalysts have mar~
velled at the fact that iIndia has thrlved as. a natlon decplte
every p0551ble propheSy nade ahbout 1t

I have no doubt that desplte many cf our achlevemonts

i

we areé st111 at a cr1t10a1 Juncture in-the Indian hlstoryg

Critical Juncture,‘not in teérms of whether we -will- -make it z
as a mation, for I have 1ittle doubt that we would, .. The
guestion,. however, is whether we will be able to make it
through’ our soclal political system that -we cherlshed so nuch,
Unquestloﬁably, the problems of poverty, of unempleyment

and. 50010meconomlc hardships which arise largely out of

-poverty which have mired the Indian pOllthS in a norass

/tackle thege -
formidable-

tasks and whe-
ther we will
be able to .-

of fairly serious dimension, It 18 a gquestion in the minds

o out51ders as well as those inside the country whethev e
will: be ablE'tQZbulld ‘A strong natlon whlch is basad on funda-
mental human,values= valugs in whlch every common c1t170n
will 'be able ito maintain his dlgnlty and selfwrespecto whether
he will have freedom from baSlC wants and a gocd measufe

of 1nd1V1dual ch01ce affectlng hlS 11fe | These are values &

t‘whlch all great 5001etles have cherlshed and have soﬂght

I for themse1Ves and thelr constltuents ft“ F el

. When: the -.choice : pils posed between hav1ng freedom and

-economlc want :there .are some who belleve that ecanomzc

wihtsrcome firsty that: unless we are able o prove to tha

‘rest of the world. that we can 1ook after our own people,i

f{prOV1de them with ba51c essentlal thlngs of 11fe,'such ag

food; “elothing, shelter, health educatlon, etoailt 1s
futlle to talkrin terms. of. the greater human valuesgl Theée

are 1ndeed fundanental- questlons whlch every soc1ety has to’

- face and I cannot say that the views Wthh have been so

‘expressed in terms of economlc issues avre wrong. But I do

......

only freedon from economic wants, but genuine freedom of the
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individual which alonc constitutes the bagic values around

which great human civilizations and cultures can'be built,

Hav1ng said that, it is of course incumbent upon us
that we do, in the shortest amount of time before us, cater
to the basic and core n309851tles of the peopleo We nust "
be able to provide for the poor,. for those who have lacked
opportunities for a worthwhlle 11v1ng We must bulld a

society on reasonsble social gustlceo " Ye cannot for exanple

allow wide disparities petween the people who 1ive at the

‘top rungs of the socio=economlc 1adder and enable them to

indulge in extravagent and conspicuous consumption and on the
other hand have people who 1ive 'in ubtbter human degradation.

Tt is a sight which you sce as I do constantly around the

'country, where there are 1args pockets of dire poverty and

of great economic distress, We cannot build & society of
such. gross hunan distortions and such human in-equalities.
T ‘am not suggesting that we should ain totﬂl gcuality which
may or Ray ndt be possible, Nor is it perhaps an issue on
which nmany w111 cuarrel, But it is essential that we be able
4o maintain decent stmndards of human existence, to ensure
reesonable levels of cconcmic well being t+o most of cur
people 80 that they might be able to pursue the wider goals
of mankind. In these. wider goals are included bthe cultural
splrltual ‘apnd cther great human wvalues 1ike freedom of ex=
pression. But to the hungry man who does not know when he
will have his next meal all these concerns mean nothing

nd therefore we have got: to come forward with a SOCleﬁﬂl

ystem in whmch there is a-much greater real human freedom

_based on eradlcatlon of the basmc socxomeconomlc ills.,

This i3 a ouestlon around wthh pol1t1011 debates

'1n thig’ country will contlnue for years to come, +b is a

" debate around the 1eg1t1mate GXpectatlon of the people of

this country. As an operating political system, we muot

resnond ﬂdequately to these issues, T have no douht that

" these are concerns which you would have dlscussed a greau

denl while you have been here at this Instltuteo Education,

to my mind, does not nean inbibing of mere technology.
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" nology as teo.bow O get things done,
1y raise and discuss the baSlc "issues- ar

of human society ar

- =
things should be done are useful and essen-
peer level of

Technlques of how
tial but they represent b} themselvcs a very
While we must strlve +o achieve thc best cf teche
‘we must more 1mnortﬂﬂtw

education,

ound whlqh the Indinn
5001ety is to be bullt '

7o all of you who are now graduatlng, Indla nay peranps
and troubled socieby. Lot me ngsure you
which is confined neb only to India

nonmaen® chwrﬁctﬂr1stlc of human

look as a very messy
that this is a phenomena
but something which 18 at the
socioties all over the world.

western workd where great 4ssues of hu
e being discussed perhaps in a different

It is true not only in the

man civilization and {

context put also in many of the socialist countries wherec ou-

uestlons of the type of future
This is so fer

stions of human freedom, 9
societles needed are also being discussed,

very good reasons. As man noves from one phase of ivilis

zation to anothel, the issue begin to grow more and nerse

around the bosic hunan values, These are +he issues which are

troubling not only us, but almrst all other countries as well.

T am in fact not unhappy bhﬂt thGSe s gsues are trou-

bling us, becanéé it is only by focu581ng our attention te

theso nroblens that we might be a 010 to flnd satisfactery

answers to them 1 ap nct saying thrt the anSWCTS will be

easy to flnd They w111 be very alfflcult 1ndeod In fact,

'the whole pojltlcal pro

find answers t~ these auestlons,
ﬂnpeur to you. The present situation

cass is nothlng but an attompt to

hOvaer, dlSOTUanlSOd our

polltlcﬁl process may
58 also a WMeSSY 31tu1tlon be
nd conflicting polltlcfl oplnlons which are

ied around in the country, Every srall 1s5u@

cnuse there rre conflicting

'ideblogles a

0w being band

becones A matter -of ; ddeological dlSCuSSlono Perhaps this

Perhaps it is cven desirable, 1 say SO
& deal of debate on ;ssues which

is 1nGV1table,
because we roouire a gre&
face the society. To the extent that these jissues are dis-

the public within the citizen and the CoRnon
part of the process of the political cducation

.. B/

cussed in

people, it is
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of the eountry. I, therefore,. welcome. these aebwtes and
I do hope that you will alsornot only rend, about the* but

actually pmrtlclpate in such political &ebates° m

[
L

Behlnd all these debates are concerns.as to the ﬁind.
of soclety that we want to build. Concerns with ;the type
of relbtlonshlp we want to build between the - State nnd the
| 01tlzon, between society and its ccnstltuonts, These are
fundamental 1ssues of social existencej of. nwtlenhocd and
natlon building. These are issues eround which, man have
. fcught for Pcneratlonso' These are:the -issucs qrounu which

the future Indlan natlon ‘has “to be built.

‘&

Amldqt all these algo stand cut opportunities the iike
of which we have never seen ‘before. At 1O stage in the his-
tory of thls country have there been SO many opportunities
_for changing the Indian 5001ety from its packward economic

gtatus to a new order, I say th1s, because when we lock at
what India was sorn after Independence, it is a tobally di-
fferent situation, Perhaps many of you are nob sufficiently
aware of the pard reality of India then., We have since then
_developed enornous economlc and social infrastructures, It
- B8 possmble to reach-lar corncers of the country.in reason-—
able time due to ercellcnt rail, air, and, road transportgtlone
Telecvmmunlcatlons are relatively 'speaking faT far better..
It has been a perlod in whiéh enornous, and dlverse .oppor-
-tunltles for creatlve employment have: beon p0551ble nect only
1n trade Wthh ‘has bsen & traultlonal sPhere of galnful emp=.
.lcyment for educated people ‘earlier, but. manuf&cturlng and
Hserv1ce 1ndustry as- well which offer so- much noxre varied
,caroers.‘ Educatlonal backgrounds which. eariler were not
'-known 1n1th18 country are 1ncreasmngly ‘becoming. 1mport1nt
avenues of galnful enploymenﬁ Just take.the’ 111ustrat10n
of electronlcs which until & few years .2g0 was. & frontier:
fleld aeant only for the developed countrles of the world.
nTOd&y we hqve a 1arge electronlcs indugtry, VOur engineering
graduates comlng from the universities and. advanced insti~

tutes are belng employed in larger and 1arger numbers
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in Such newer industrial enterprises, This speaks woll

of the country, although- I will agree with you th:t what

‘we Nave dcne ‘does not yet touch. the full potentlel of the

country. = - C S ; Y

Thig -~ “to my: mind is a c-urse of. the development
problem bafore’ us,. Tt secens. to e, thet in the ultlnaue

ane1y81s eCOnomlc development mean  the’ developmﬂnt of the non.

,It 15  not the’iron and steel structuresp'lt s not the berubi-

41 buildings hor is’ 41t the various klnd of 1ndustrles~

_,.,

_that We crente which ~Te - resnon51ble for eoonom1c devee

lopﬁent ~fhey ‘are all essential, but they are only the
neans, Eeonomlc development is the baelc development cf the
people whe in the: final analysis make for the sttongth or
weakness of the nﬁtlon, This is an aspect which I an afraid
has not adeauately been recognlsed Tos much emphasis

igs placed on the. hardware of 1ndustr1111zat10ng. I -realise
that the development of the man ‘will not be enough; that

he will have to be suﬁported by many an 1nstrument and insti-

tution.

Even 50, 1f we have to prov1de one single focal noiﬁt
of developnent in all its dlmenslons, I wculd suggest that

i1t should be the man, It 18, thereforey gratlfylng to

gee that we hiave creatod educational and other related insbi-

Htutions'ih'the society whose. basic effort has becn to

develop the’ peoeleg,‘The real ouestlon EX: whether the men
who are wWilling to bulld from the ground 1evel wrc ellowed )

16 go “Further: ‘and . pursue thelr goels unhlndered, ‘This de=

: termlnes to a large extend whether 9001ety moves forwerd-

or etagnetee, ‘We must, I feel create opportunltlcs for young

__entrepreneurs, for.people who have the oapa01ty to. create
flnew activities and enterpriscs, for those who have -the ablllt

4o create new eCOnomlc gituation onﬂ o help the process

of ‘économic: change in the. soclety, It is a common ahd un-=

. fortunate epectacle in the oountry to gee how much of re-
,sourcefulness, ~4pitiative and. enterprlse of the people

18 snuffed @ut by .manually cencelved bureaucratlem as if it

is the ‘sterile Anstitutions - whlch wxll dellver the goods

‘;aou.. 7/"'
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T hope you will keep.in your mihd the issues which I
raised today and the- ccnulderatlons of ‘wider. 5001°l anﬂ
" national- 1nterest I am not suggeatlng that you refuse

good JObS or opportunltlesg But do. ask the questlon :“*

" ms to:what is & good job, I am 1ndeed suggestina that in
‘ accépbing. offers you ask yeursell the ouestlon whéthier the
fj ' _ kind of. offer vou are gebting will. respond in ‘however:ia
" small measure to the ¥ypes:of problems whlch ‘goeiety has

mto” face and the klnd of problems. whlch the soc1ety has to

respond tosw.Whether in our small. measure ‘we cafivhelp the

e develoPment of society in terms, of the values ‘we?stadd for.

It dis a small con51derat10n 0. nme. tc know thwt olir* manage—

ment graduates are offered very hlgh salarles, “Likmwew that N
-selling. SOap*or COSFthOS is;ca- hlghlv prof1table ‘husiness; '
that companles engﬂged in then erable senicr emscutives to lead
1ife styles whlch COmpare with their caunternarts abroad,

‘The questldn is, is this the purposg, for which the ‘nation

has made SO much insestments in you7’ Could nob- tareers which
are more meanlngful in terms of what, thcy contrlbute to the
development of the nation's social, economlc and therefore

‘political flbre more 1nportant9

T+ seens to ne . to be exceedingly: 1mnortant to ask thp
. ST quebﬁlon not only how in mmn%gemn% but why? What is manage-
“ ment all, about° What are ‘the values which you want to fight
EFO Y. Are you merely geoing . to flght for 11Ltle larger plece
cof . the cake whlch somebady else h°s baked ‘97 Qrrdre you going

Lot by to develop néw thlnfs or. 1f you want o say make & new
cake?- In other words, do you Want to leﬂd a confortable,

semi- parasmtmc%l 116 in which merely on the baSlS of our . .

‘;ﬁn?_educatlonal and acadomlc attalnnents you llve off the soclety
T w1thout glvlng enough in return for 1t Sr will you be a parb,

e however, ‘small. of building %he ébcmal order whlch you think

T

3 CLaerelopeet . the cruntry ‘deserves.
y & = . : [ - {

5 I ao hope ‘that the - values,, whlch you have ‘imbibed here
are the values not of nere: monetary rewurds, {Mind you, .I an

.‘'not suggestlng that you ﬂlsregard thls factor and take a VoW

9 -
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of poverty, By all means take the bost that the sltuatlon
offers, But let not the best mean a high start alone, There
-are many more aspects of a career. They nust satlsfy your
wider creative urges . and they must nceet the values and aspi-

“.rations of the-Indian 5001ety todeyav

T also hope that at least -sone of you 1n the course

of your careers will move out from mere JObS to the dovelonm
ment of new enterprises. It is of critical importance to this
‘nation to develop entreprencurial base; to help small pcrscns
inciuding the technologists and tochnocrats like somo of

you here to be able to set up your own units, To facilitate

such development many 1mdortant steps have been taken; sSome
culte satisfactory and some ‘not ‘quite so satisfactory. Banks
and financial institutions have come in a big way to help

you in setting up your own units, Recenbly, the Industrial
Finance Corporation has established the Risk Capital Founda-
tion to enable small and medium entrepreneurs to start their
own enterprises with the help of the foundationts eouity suport.
These are important innovaticns, These are steps which
indicate the country's great resolve to help you tc sitand on
your own feet, and to enable you teo play an 1mportﬁnt role

in the national development. I do hape that limited os the
services and facilities are today, some ef,you‘willAtry to
take advantage out of them and pick up after some experience
in industry, ereas which will enable you setd ue your own

enterprieses,

Let me conclude by wishing you well. Iet ne algo hope
‘that you will go from here into cereere-and business and
industry nct only for short tern personal gain, but even

more so for playing a Tole in the development of the‘country

_ in the directions in.which the country W1Shes to go. It
/ho ‘is/more enough to try te develop areas of our economy whidh-
' merely brlng profit to entrepreneurs ~In whatever we invest
the searce resources of the country, it nust have relevahce

to the needs of the Indian society today. It must contrlbute

o v es 10/"’
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to the wlder goal of
‘Andre Malraux cnce asked Prlme Mlnlster ‘Wehvrutag: R Lol what
“PanditoNehru d9- re;orteﬂ

Yl puilding a- Just society- ith, gust neans ",

bulldlng a strong and free India,

he was ﬁrylng to achieve in’ Indlau_

to have ‘said:
Tt is an 1deology worth your dedlcat10n3¢~555,i_:TuT
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