INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT, AHMEDABAD
TWELETH 4ANNUAL CONVOGATION
L CApr11 9, 1977} ;
CHAIRMAN! S WEUCDME ADDRESS
Dg, Swaminathan, Ladies and Gentlemen:

_It gives me g;eat pleasu;e to wéicomc all of you fo the'tﬁeiftﬁrannugl
,1CQHVOCahiQn of the Indian Institute of Managemenf. In our Chief GﬁeSt;

Dr. Swaminathan, we have an eminent scientist and édmini@pratgr'énd'a friend
of the institute}hho was intimatély a§§ociated with its_work for several years.
I am délighpeq touwelqome-pr_ M?S, Swaminaghanuinﬁo our midsf;;a;;hqugh he
w0u1dﬁbaVe_fg1t quite at home hefeﬂgwgnhwithout'ény-fd:mal Qelcome.

It is no exaggeration to say ;hgt Dr.‘Swamiﬁathan's outstandingdppéfgsu
~sional agéomplishments and closgllinks with the 1nstitute made ﬁimsa qa;pra1
“qhoice as chiﬁfrguest_for:this.important occasigq,”_Dyif?waéinathan'hqf‘hgd
. a most dist}nguiﬁheé career ever gince he_returned“from Qambridge, U.K.;after

R
receiving his,fh D' As head of tho 5ntany DiV131on and later as Dlrector of
the Indian Agricultural Research Instituts in Delhi he performed oufstandlngly,
_Thigﬁgp dogpt_w§srq1@ajqf fagtor th@t:}edAEthisAgieyaﬁigﬁﬂﬂﬁ,the:Director
_General of the Indian Gouncil of .gricultural Reses ch and Secretary to. yne
B Ggyarnmgntbof‘India‘inj}gzgfiﬁﬁf. Swaginathan‘iszthé_rag?p;gpt‘éﬁinﬁmqgggg
awatds and citations in recognition of his ploneering work in agricultyrn]
- research, . To meption oply a few, he. received f‘?hé_ Bha-?ﬁﬁgﬁ_F Awardf‘pr Ebe
_eoptribution to the Botanieal Sciences, the Magsaysay Avard, the Padma Bhushan
éuard and the Mendel Centenary dvard of the Gacckoslavak,Acadeny of Sciences.
 Pr. Sueningthan wag President of the Indiap Seience Gongress in 1976 and elso

holds important positions in several in;e;n&gion§I brgap§S§E%QhS,q;fL;n,.



Dr, Swaminathéaié‘eminence is firmly founded on his significant contri-
butions to the development of. ag;icﬁlture in Inéia. As a sc.antist he has
pioneered and spearheaded the p iLocc s of technoiogical change_in Indian
agriculture. He was che moving spirit behing the introduction of dwa%f

. wheat varietie é in the country and the architect of the high yleldlng vari-
eties programme, dry farming and multiple cropping programmes. To him goes
:the érédit for tﬁé national demonstration project involving the active and
direct participation of scientists and farmers. 4s a farsighted and

- perceptive administrator, he has contributed a great deal towards the
st;eng;hening'of the educational and research inétitutions concerngd with
agricultural research in the gountry, Many of you are aware of Dr., Swaminathan's
connections with our institute. . He was a member of ourfBoard cof Governors
—until only ;;couple_of years ag0, He has aduressed the students and faculty
‘here several times and taken a: keén interest in the wark of our Centre for
Management in fAgricultore..

For the institute, this annual convocation marks the end of another extremaly
busy and .roductive year, In thi: context, Dr. Swa inathan and other guests may
wish. o note the prggraés_we have made in influencing managementlip agriculture,

- In.addition; to the ongoing,research work of the CMA,  we:have been. sble to .

-establish an,identity for; the specialisation of management 1n agriculture in

our: two year post graduate programme. A streamliped and 1ntegrated package of
courses with. provision for further speeldllsatlon in-agricultural finance or
-marketing has been. devised by the faculty group which has reviewed the existing

curriculum carefully during‘the past year.




Among other new activities, I should like to make a special reference
to the: six month management eductflon programme and its 32 pa-ticipants.
These paL 1c1oants are p1oneers.;n a unique progremme tnet we offered for”
the first tJme at the instlLute.: 1 hope that those who completed the
Managenent Educatlmn Erogranme wnlch concluded this week found the experlence
and 1ee;neng wothwhile ~and 5u1eu1at1ng. My Dest‘w1shes to thém and in
particulur, to the perbicipants fron Malaysia apd Zamb1a who sacr;fled much

to be away from their hHomes in an altogether different environment

_ The focus of attention at the annual conVOcat1on is understandably on the

N
},

graduatlng students° Among tnose who w111 vraduate tonight are 158 students

) 5

“of "the Rost Graduate Progremme of whom 28 have- spec1alised ;n Agraculturax
management ,A record nimiber of S.WIIL receive’ the tltle of "Fellow of the
Indian InstiLute of Management Dor Fellow Brogramme iﬁ Menagement wa s
started in the hope thet: those who successfu‘?y complete w1iiJeake up gareers
in management educetion”and reseench in educational institutions many of which
badly need eell trained faculties,

From this year we heve introdrced a new policy-enficerning the award of
gold medals. Instesd of selacting cutstanding students exciusively on the
basis of academic performance, we heve, this year, selected four students nn
the basis of their overall outstanding performance which includes not only
academic excellence, but also contributicns in termslof their extra academic

activities and conduct, One of the gold medals has been reserved for the

best student from the agricultural specialisation stream.



4

The broader definition of performance referred to above is symbolic
of ihe need for every professional manager to be broadbased-in terms of
his goals,-skills_and‘orientation. Erofessional excellence in the purely

- technical sense iszcertainiy important, but not encugh, Wherever you go
and whatever work you do, bear in mind that your professional competence
should be informed by social purpose. The abillty to relate oneself to
others, the breadth of understandlno about the issues relevant tc one's
settlng, ‘and the skili to strike a balance between the personal or private
and the public or social interest are important attributes of an effective
manager, After vou leave the institute and 1ook'ﬁack.after some years, I hope
you will recall the ﬁime you spent here as a period that gave you & foundation

not only in professional skills, but also in the other qualities that I briefly

mentioned above. My very best wishes to the.graduatiﬁg students of 1977,




