1lth Annual Convocation of the Indian Institute of Management, shmedabad
(April 10, 1976) : ' '

JELCOME AUDRESS 3Y MR. KESHUB MAHINURA, CHAIRMAN QF THi INDIAN iNSTITUTE
OF MANAGEMENT  AHMEDABAD S0CIATY . :

‘¥rof. Dandekar, Laaiesland ventlemen:

Méy I welcome you all_to the:llth Annual Convocation of the Indian
“Institute of Management, |

I should like to extend a special word of Qéléome to ¥rof., V.M,
Dandekar; who 18 our Cﬁief Guest atlghis Convoéétion today.

It would be sheer impertinence on ay part.to try and introduce
Prof. V.M. Dandekar to vou, He is very'well=known.to a large numbér of
people not only in this country but abroad. He has been reéPthible for
;reﬁéarch'on some of the most meaningful themes in ecbnomiélplannibg and
deve lépmént ‘and, in,pa;ticula;,Jhgs made a:significant contribution
Eowards“ﬁpprogghes,fur;tackLigg the_crucial pfoblems of noverty, of
growth and-equity. |

‘Brof, Dandekar, as some of you may know, has recently been busy with
2 new institution he has set up in ‘onavla, called the Inaién"School of
Political Economy:, where poljtical wurkers are invitéd for studies, 1 am
certain that under his able guidance £heée';tuaiés will make a notiable

" cddéribution.
© In all the years since Indegendence, the growth of social and political

ébnsciousnesﬁ has outpaced the rate of écoﬁoﬁic deﬁélopment. Millions still

livé near or below - the breadline and rightly desire more and better.




Econgmic developmeni,%s:sgill the highest imperative as everyone knows:
to give independence and democféé&ztheir‘fulle$t meaning; to banish.
huriger, igﬁoraﬁce:aﬁa d%éease;:to,pygy}de m;nimum'decenéieé';f life
without which institutions founded on toleranﬁé?c%ﬁg@fllQng‘endure,
To-compress a century and moxe of de#elopment from tﬁexbuilock.ééft‘to
nucleafipower into théLSPﬁéé of .o generation oE twe 1% no small task. .
1 am'gure #rof . Dancekar will ugrée with &elﬁhén I'éay'thatLdesﬁite all
the hurdles t£is‘is béina-done in thg total conté%t"of’the Indiqn_sopio~
politiea{ piéfuré-whibh,'at times, is full sgrlight and - shades ~- the
sshades.seemingiﬁ more disturbing and in need ;EHBUf dondertgdc%nd
cunggptratéd éttenffdnJ ' o
:ip_éviﬁeﬁce; 1 am sure you.will fi;d i£-ihtefééﬁing to.kpow.that,
at tb%g‘lﬁstgtute; we' Have taken up for rééeéfﬁﬂés ahd studies various
aspects of whaédiéfgeherally degq?ibed as a strateyy of "growth‘withjjustice.”
The problem; éf fodd’distributiOQJ‘rural-emplcyment; mechanigaticn and
incqme distribution, and different faéeté of Jdistrict planning, are some
of the themas on-whfch-wcrk_has been organised at this Institute.
-y Knowing tﬁe impartance of t;anslaﬁins thebry into practice, attempts'
have peén made téfevdlve actiun,gléns f@r ruraildgvelopment unuer two
dif ferent projeects currently under wa§ at the Institute. Our Bducation
- Systems Unit has taken up an area in Rajasthan for integrating'education
i with Vt\acr.n;xomirc.:: udévelbpmentf,gf the area. another project with which the
~.rural déﬁekéﬁheﬁthgrdﬁp'is involved, in collaboration with the state and

the district level administration, the voluntary agencies and people's

own organisation, is that of putting in action comprehensive plans for




rural development -in one of the most ecuncmically depressed areas in the
country. I this fashion we learn and h;pe‘;; coﬂtriﬁuée.

Aithcugh, the attack on poverty:hgs unQoubtedl? imprgved the lives
of millions, considerable amount of work still ﬁeeﬁé to be cone in
utilising the idle manpower and creating empioyment; Leftlwe f&fget
amidst the glamour uf-ﬁrbanisation, eighty [erceﬁt of cur pecple still
live in the villages. It is only when real inéomes Uegin:to gfbw in their
hands that our economy will begin the cycle of re~genér£tion'1eading to the
take-off stage. This_cogcern_fo? rural poor, héwegér, théh Efof. Dandekar
hasuso ably championed finds its expressicon in;some oi dur management
deVQEGQMent programmes. 1t would be relevant to citéhthe example cf ‘two
new projrammes;

1. On the training of ag:icp}tural and rural deveiopment'

personnel fo? the ngrgh—eqspern states, and

2y A CLrainding programme on ;@e méﬁgéuéénfl§£ the rural

development projects,

The new Jivecti.ns which we are impurting:ta tr&iﬁihg and research
arise from the basic need fur_using professivnal competence, Shd'exgertise
in areas of current relevance, In this we wuuid be happy tu share our
ekperiences and other concerns with povernment fﬁnétion&riésg'VOluntgry
Qorkeré, and others interested in the challenge of rural developnent.

'Aﬁbmaﬁﬁ of you may know, our goﬁ;etence lies meinly in the fields of
organisation and administra;ionrand{ yet, we a?é ddnvinéé&'that these
efforts must also have a wider envi?onmental setting mhd Ffelevanece to

contemporary times., In this context, it is important to ncte that the



first bateh of ouf two-year post gravuate programme students, with
specialisation-in agriculture, will be graduating tuday. 1t is hy
earnest hupe that these new graduates will provice the mueh needed huwan
input in plonning and managing our azricultural proprammes and agencies.
altogether, a totai of 164 gpraduates ofrthz Institute will be
receiving.théir diplomas today. apart from the 23 graduates with
specialisation in agriculture ang 4 persons who wiil'bé awarded the titlé
of Fellow of the indian Institute of Manapgement, this include 137 5;aduaﬁes
who have completed thé peneral bost-graduate programme . X

These young men and women rvepresent g valuable additioun toifhé gfowihg
coterie of professiona}s‘in cur country.. 4hilé we are proud of their
achievements, 1 express the hope that they will jréserve their inﬁﬁté
enthusiasm, perseverance and senge of ackievimeént as they step oux info
the harsh reslities of the world outside, Many surprises and éhalienées
lie ahea@ gnd the new careers which. await: them should be éeen'éé opportu-
nities to ap sly what they bqye learnt hera and ‘what they will be léarning
afresh'ou;side{

To the young hQ??fulsaL;ﬁul may uelpermitted to offer some advice:
let the aﬁility‘pg'1earn,,tthwilliHQBESS&&o listén, the humility tu.T
appreciate the be§Eiin others be ysur must Va{uable'andﬁguidinﬁ aéseéé:.
I am coﬁfident.ﬁhgt you will prove yourself wéfthy of tHe trust that has
been reposed in_?og and will bring lustye to this lnstitute in which you

L

have scquitted yourself so creditably for. the last few years.




